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"Veraestau" (from the Latin: spring, summer and sutumm -
no winter) lies 1427.lL feét above the Ohlo River, just below a
sharp bend, cauvsing the river suddenly to run uautheast, The
bend and high elevation allow a sweeping view of the lowlands
of Rentucky, the cities of Aurora and Lawrenceburg, and sn upe=
river view of Ohio, Southeagt ig the ancient Holman osk «
G=1/2 feet in dismeter now, a small btree when the original
log house was bullt by dcsqe L, Holman in 1810, The present
Greek Revivsl structure wes build in four periocds, and the
completed structure lies at the end of =z w1nd1rg pin-osgk
lined drive, Te the lerft of the entrance 1s sn Indiasn mound.
Mony srrovhesds picked up on the hill indicate the presencs
“of Indians who inhabited the site prior to Holman's arrival
in 1810. Te the right of the driveway is a stable and carviage
house build in 19237, designed by = rcthect Johm %enrv Decken
to mateh the siyle of the main house, behind which is the
Holman graveyvard site and the remains of the kiln where the
bricks were baked for the 1810 structure.

The first house built in 1810 was 2 two~story log cabin
to which was added the seme year a one-story, twowroem sddition
of homemade brick., The log cebin burned in 1838, leaving the
brick part. After the Tire, Allen Hamilton, sonein=law of
William S. Holman, built the Greek Revival structure, incore
porsting it into the origlnal brick building. The Greek
Revival style was= =%t this time reaching the former Western
Reserve, and Allen bullt his new house in thils manner. The
river entrance had a simple wood poriticeo, comprissd of four
square wooden columns, supporbting a flat architrave snd cor-
nice with simple Doric deteail, The portico leads into a
central hall with the rooms balanced vroporticonately off the
hall, A door was cut through to the original brick structure
incorporoting it into the new house. From the interior moid-
ing detail typically flat and rather heavy around the interior
doors and windews, plus the wide facias of the mantels, we can
see that the house was pure in its detailing and grand for this
still primitive country, In 1%1l3 Miss Margar gt Vance Hamilton,
Helmants granddaughter, commissioned the buixdlng of the two=
story addition on the west side, Her cousin, the Clevelsand
architect, James Montgomery Hamilton, copi d the proporiticns
ol the 1338 house and the Gresk Revival styling., However, itwo
sleeping porches were =added over the iront rorticoes which, on
the original house, somewhat chsnged the character of the 1838
portico, 1In 1937 Cornelius UrBrien addsd s three-rocm brick
gddition to the 1913 west wing. He had his architsct, John
Henri Deecken, keep the new addition in style and proportion
With the original 1810 brick rooms, facing them ascross the
paved ccurtyard. As Veraestau stands btoday, it reflects the
architectural growth of an early pilconeer cabin through the
S%i%%]%friz{%i%‘E%E?%%;o?0160t]c zdditions to 1ts present
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCGE
The historical significance of Verﬁestau arises from the
intermingling of two imworta t considerations. One is the ‘
house ltszell ~ aon excellent and well preserved example of |
Indians and Midwestern houses which hed humble beglimmings in
the pioneer era, then with additions from peried to periecd 1%

becnme a large =nd attractive structure. 1t is possibly the
oldest such residence gurviving in Indilena, still including a
brick portion builit several years before Indisna became a
stete., Its menner of growth has given Versestau a composite
architecture with the aspscts of PFsoderal, Greek Hevival and
vernacular stvies represented., There is historical symbolism
in the fact thet it overlooks the Ohio River, Indians's chief
trade artery in the pionser era, and affords a commanding view
of Kentucky, zn older commonwsslbth which contributed gener-
ously to the people =nd institubtions of the infant Hoosier
State. '

O0f even greater significance, however, is the role resi-
dents of and visitors to Veraestau have played in the local,
stete and national history. The original bullder of Veraestau,
Jesse L, Holmsn, studied law in the office of Henry Clay at
Texington, Kentucky., While Indisna was still a territory,
Holmen settled on the north bank of the Chic, became a lauyer,
1sid out the nearby btown of Aurcra and, in 1816, was a dele=
gate to the convention which wrote Indians's first state con=
stitution., From 1816 until 1830 he served on the state's
supreme courht, while during the years 1835 and 1842 he was
Federal District Judge of Indisna, At various btimes he was
prominently mentioned for the office of Governor and United
States Senator, He heliped organize the Indians Historical
Societys; was one of the founders of Franklin College and gave
much time to zdvancing btempersnce, missions, the Baptist Churech
and elementary education. He was the state's first resident
novelist and, =25 BElmer Davis pointed cut, was the first {and
certainly the last!) tc burn his novel publicly, as he felt
it had a bsd influence on youth.
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8, STATEMENT O0F SIGNIFICANCE (Conttd,.)

William Steele Holinan, son of Jessze L., was born at
Veraestau in 1822, He too become a lawver ond was a member of
the convention of 1851, (Another delegnte was Allen Hamilton
who made the Greek Classicsl addition to Veraestan in the 1830ts.)
Though a Democwat, Willism S. Holmen was an especially devoted
supporter of the Unilon in the Civil War era, Betwesen tha 1850's
and 1900, he served thirty yssrs in the lower House of Congress,
# record which still stends. Xnown as "the Waitch~Dog of the
Iressury” for his emphacis oan federal ecconomy, he was a Vigor
ous sdvocate of states rights ~nd oivil liverty. In 1885 the
New York Sun boomed him for the Presidency. .

In the twentieth century, Edith Hamilton, who authored
distinguished books on Greek History and Mythology, was made an
honorary citizen of Athens, Greece. Alice Hamilton, who pione
eerad sn American industrial medicine, become the first woman
on the Harvard medics1l fzculty. Granddsughters of Allen Hamilton,
these women spent their formstive wvesrs st Veraestsu. Holman
Hemilton, grestegrandson of Allen Hamilton, wrocte a bilography of
Zachrry Taylor, =3 well as other nabtionally knovn books. Lore
nelius O'Brien, also 2 descendsnt of pioneer families, preserved
and =dded to Veraestau. He also helped to bring sbout the
regtoratlon of the white-water Canal; served on s variecty of
state, historical zand educationzl boards and was the Democratic
nominee for the United States Senate in 194,

For more than a cenbury and a2 half, the Holmans, Hemiltons
and O'Briens, and their visitors, have made Versestaon of cone
tinuing importsnce in local, state and national life,
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As the des ignated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
80-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inciusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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